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SATURDAY FEATURES AND BOOK REVIEWS

MARSH GAS,
MOONSHINE

or SPACEMEN?

'THEREcan be no

doubt that Unidenti-

fied FlyingObjects—
UFOs— are amongthe
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most perplexingpheno-
menaof our era.Sight-

by trainedand intelli-
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nomers,regulararmy
officers,physicians,
radar operators, univer-

sity professors,test
pilotsand the police.

Many who claimto have
seen them were not awareof

the phenomenonbefore mak-
ing their sightings,and came
forwardonlyout of a senseof
dutyas wellas thedesirefor
a rationalexplanation. In
manycasestheywere

ridiculed

as a result,and theirhonest
perplexityaboutwhat they saw
is one of the

strongest argu-
mentsfor the fact that UFOs

may exist:sightingshave been
reportedfrom more than 70

countries.

Last October the US Air

Force announced that a
thorough investigation

of "un-
identifiedflying objects"

(UFOs)was- to be conducted

at the
University

of Colorado

by a team of
distinguished

scientists headedby Dr Edward
Condon, formerdirectorof the
National Bureau of Standards.

At longlast,the
scientific

com-
munityis apparentlyabandon-

ing the stanceof the
medieval

astronomers who refusedto

look throughGalileo'stele-
scopeat sun spotsbecause
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"sincethe sun is
perfect,

it
couldn'thave spots,and there-

foreit is no use
looking

for
them".

Dr Condonhas 15 months

and $313,000with whichto
arrive at some conclusions

aboutflyingsaucers.As many
as 100

specialists

willbe con
sulted,and the National

Academyof Sciencehas
agreedto reviewthe results

of the doctor'swork.

Since the announcementof

the
programme

morethan400
lettershave arrivedon his
desk,many of the writers

wantingjobs or seekingto
assistthe projectin one way
or another. "The important

thingis thata lotof
people

in boththe
physical

and psy-
chologicalsciencesin other
universities

are
interested",

Dr
Condonsays."Thereis no
tendencyto ridiculethe project

at thatlevel'.

One of this
scientist's

main
problems

willbe to sendout
investigating teams whenever

a new saucersightingis re-
ported."Mostof thesethings

are so transientand evanescent

thatyouarenot
likely

to be
ableto getthementherewith

the
equipment

you wouldlike
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not like rushinga medical

team to an epidemicarea
because"an epidemicstays
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Sketchby Mr DenisCroweof flyingsaucerwhichhe
reported havingseenon Vaucluse Beach,
Sydney,on July19, 1965.

Illustration

from FlyingSaucersOver Australia,

by ]ames Holledge(HorwitzPublicationsInc.).

thereuntilyou get there", he
complains.The saucers,like
the biggestfish,alwaysseem
to get away.

The man who probably

knowsmore aboutUFOs than
any otheris J. AllenHynek,

head of the astronomydepart-

ment at Northwestern Univer-

sityand,since1948,the US
Air Force's officialadviseron

the subject.For almost20
yearshe has been

monitoring

the UFO situationaroundthe

world,devouringthousandsof
reportsand

interviewing
hun-

dreds of eye witnesses.

AlthoughDr Hynekis loath
to make

accusations,

he feels
evidentlythat the Air Force
has,to somedegree, triedto
sweepthe UFO situationunder
a rugforthe pasttwo

decades.

In 1953the
military hastilyas

sembleda panelof senior
scientistsunder the direction

of HowardP. Robertsonfrom
the CaliforniaInstituteof

Technology,discussed UFOs
for onlyfourdays,lookedat
just 15 reportsand

concluded

that "the evidence presented

on
unidentified

flyingobjects
showed no indicationthat

these phenomenaconstitutea
directphysicalthreatto
national security",and that
"thereis no evidence that the
phenomenaindicateda need
for revisionof currentscienti-

fic concepts".

Sincethen,whenevera rash

of UFO sightingshas occurred,

the Air Forcehas dutifully

pointedto the "Robertson

Report"as firm evidencethat
it is nothing serious.

Now,all
that will be changed.How



Canberra Times (ACT : 1926 - 1995), Saturday 25 March 1967, page 7 (7)

National Library of Australia http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article107033783

does one explainaway the
many sightingsof UFOs?They
have been calledswampgas,
identifiedas weatherballoons,

satellites,aircraft, meteors,
searchlights

on clouds,and
opticalillusions.They defini-
telydo notseemto be a mass
hallucinationbecausetoo many
reputablepeoplehave seen
them.It is also,unlikely

that
they are secretmilitaryweap-

ons becauseno veilof earthly

secrecycan last for two
decades.

Those who doubt that UFOs

are fromouterspacehave,in
recentyears,beenableto point

to significant evidence.The
space-scanningdevices used

by the NorthAmericanAir
Defence Command had not

until1965 reportedany un-

known objects, although they
keeptrackof morethan1,000

items in orbit.Strangely

enoughhowever, three objects

in orbithave just recently

been listedas "unknown"—

objectsthat have not been
connectedwith any launching

siteor countryof origin.

They were discovered last
May and Juneby US

tracking



Canberra Times (ACT : 1926 - 1995), Saturday 25 March 1967, page 7 (8)

National Library of Australia http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article107033783

radar. Their existencewas

kept secretuntilearlyOctober

while governmentofficialsde-
bated whetherto admit that

they had foundobjectswhose
origincouldnot be deter-

mined.SecrecyprohibitsUS
officialsfrom discussingthe
sizesof the threeobjects.
Trackingagencieshave said in
the pastthatradarcouldfind
orbitingobjectsas smallas
12inlong.Yet therehavebeen

INa
reversal

ofits
policyoverthepast10

years,theUSAir
Force

decidedon a bid to unravelthe flying saucer mystery.ArturoF.
Gonzales Jr tellsof the scientificproject now underway.
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Thismock-upby artistsreproducesthe detailsof the mostcommonlyreportedvarietyof flyingsaucer.

The three spheres beneathit are
described

by
observers

who claimto haveseen
saucerson the ground,as

undercarriage.

indications

that at leasttwo of

the threeobjectsfoundlast
May are muchlarger,and that
theywerein orbitperhapsfor
yearsbeforetheyweredis
covered.

Conversely,a continuing

sky surveyconductedby the
Mount PalomarObservatoryin
Californiaproduced5,000
wide-angle,high magnification

photographsof the heavens.

The HarvardMeteorproject
of 1954-58produced 3,300
hours of

star-gazing. Another
2,500hourswereaddedby the
Smithsonian's visual Prairie
Network project."Not a single
unidentified

objecthas been
noted",the reportsindicate.

Until Dr Condon's group
got together,those who
beleived in saucerscomplained

that detectioneffortswere

cursoryand ill-manned.Be-
lieversbegantheirown semi-
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privateorganisations
to track

down the originof saucers.

In 1952,APRO (the Aerial

PhenomenaResearchOrgani-
sation)was founded, and
severalyearslaterthe National

InvestigationsCommitteeon
Aerial Phenomenabegan.The
lattergrouphas seen its
membershipdoubleto more

than11,000in the lastyear
alone.One of its top execu-

tivesRichardHall,says there
have been enoughconfirmed

sightingsto justifyan intensive

scientificscrutiny of UFOs,
but his groupdeclines

to ex-
pressa viewon the nature of
the saucers.

Otherfringegroupsare not
so

conservative.

At a recent

Los Angeles convention, a

stoopedold man dressedin
animalskins wanderedinto the
auditoriumsaying"I'm an
observer from Alpha Centauri.

It's been a very
informative

meeting".Flying saucer
zealotsregularlyappearon
television,

are heardon the
radio,and writefor the mass
magazines.Some of these
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crackpots
say theyhavemade

tripsaboard saucers, believe

the saucersare flownby demi-

godsand,in
general,

put dis-
crediton any serious investi-

gationof the
phenomena.

The
head of the

Amalgamated

FlyingSaucerClubof America

in Los Angeles,Gabriel Green,
insistshe can provethat"we
have been visited regularlyby
extra-terrestrials".

Many of the
3,700membersof his group
say thattheyhaveseensau-
cersand someclaimtheyhave
travelledin the spacecraft,
according

to Mr Green— a
lean,intenseman who has
twicerun for the

presidency

of
the USA on a "FlyingSaucer"

ticket.

The
explanation

for these
typesis simple:theyhavebeen
conditioned

by yearsof space-

age comicstrips,sciencefic-
tionand TV shows.Justas a

few
generations

ago
intelligent

and observantpeople believed

in
ghosts,

saw them,and des-
cribedthem in greatdetail,

so these
individuals

now see
saucers.

But in rulingout the
cranks,

one stillcannot
completely

rule
out the

possibility

that some
of theseUFOsmay be

visitors

from afar. Scientistsconfirm

it is hardto believe thatour
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world,aloneamongthe count-

less
planetarysystems,is the

only one where
intelligent

life
has evolved. It remainsfor Dr
Condon's group,withinthe
next year,to determine

whetherthereis life out there

and if it is trying to get
throughto us on earth.


